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new Government took office on 23rd of March; and on the
first day of the meeting of the English Parliament, Eden
the late Chief Secretary made a speech in the English
House of Commons stating that it was no longer possible
to resist the Irish declaration of rights, and giving notice
of his intention to move a repeal of the obnoxious Declara-
tory Act. Eden's intervention was designed to embarrass
the Government in revenge for their conduct in removing
Carlisle from the Lord-Lieutenancy of the East Riding of
Yorkshire, and restoring Carmarthen whom North had
dismissed because he had supported a motion for an
inquiry into expenditure. Fox replied to Eden very
promptly and severely, pointing out that he had come over
post-haste to give notice of a motion reopening claims of
the Irish Parliament which in Office he had consistently
resisted, and arguing that it was a good criterion of the
government which Eden had pronounced so effective and
capable that Grattan, Charlemont, Burgh, Flood, and
Yelverton had been in opposition. He ended by laying
down very emphatically his view of the question at issue
between the two countries, and by stating that the Govern-
ment intended to take Irish affairs into consideration at
once. " Had his majesty's present ministers ever been
advocates for nominal dignity, had they held out principles
of coercion, had they either in regard to America, or to any
other part of what was formerly the British dominions,
avowed principles that savoured of severity or despotism,
he should not at all wonder at their intentions being
doubted; but as, on the contrary, they had uniformly
avowed and acted upon doctrines of a directly opposite
tendency, he thought them entitled to some degree of
credit and confidence, and the more especially as he had
so repeatedly and so expressly reprobated that sort of
government, which rested upon deceiving the people in
any instance whatever. He held all attempts to deceive
and delude a country to be not more base in themselves,
than weak, absurd, and impolitic, and so far was he from